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Lari Shah might have been a village faqir(Medicant)

   



who hailed from lar, a village in pulwama district . The

surname"Shah " is still used in rural Kashmir for folk

minstrel, Bhand or Doom. In all probability, since the village

Ler, falls in a flood prone zone and during the period of  our

study has been situated in the low lying area near

Kandizall( a  vulnerable point, in the course of river  Jhelum

, where breach was ofter caused to save the srinagar city).

Some elderly member of the "Shah" family Professional

folk  singers) of Ler village might have composed a poem,

describing the destruction caused by flood waters. The

entire area incuding village Ler in the near past remained

immersed under flood waters for weeks togther , secondly,

the consonant "R" sound is generally prorounced as "D"

sound in both Urdu and Kashmiri, Lari shah is pronounced

as Ladi Shah, when i personally visited the village Ler, in

the year 1997, I found some members of the Shah family

(Perofessional  still minstrel living there. They even today

earn their livlihood from singing and sweeping" (Kashmiri

folk lore  a study in historical prespective page 44) .
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"The system of Khana Damadi is said  to have

become common in sikh times, and if forced labour was

wanted for transport , the unfortunate khana damad was

always sent . If he can alive he won his bride.If he died it

did not matter . In the first place, father of the girl recieves

a drudge , who works like as slave for seven years."(The

Valley of Kashmir Page.267.Reprint 1998)
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" Sher Singh , the reputed son of Ranjit Singh,

become nominal governor in 1831, But he amused himself

and left all , business to Baisakha Singh . A serious famine

occured and Jamadar Thushel Singh was sent up from

Lahore to watch events. He by unwise interference

depened the famine and numbers of Kashmiris  fled to

Punjab . The famine of Sher Singh is still  a great mark in

Kashmir history .(The valley of Kashmir , page200, Chinar

Publication Sgr.)
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"I have seen whole village bivoucking on mountains

when the agents for the collection of transport arrived in

their tehsil , and i have seen in human dealt out to men

who demurred to leaving their homes for two or three

months with the prospect of  death from cold and

   



starvation, I have seen villagers mained from frost bite or

shrivelled and paralayzed from exposure to cold , and it is

no marvel that the Kashmiri should  loathe the very name

of Gilgit" (The valley of Kashmiri, page:413)
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